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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


An audio user interface is provided in which items are represented in an audio field by 
corresponding synthesized sound sources from where sounds related to the items appear to 
emanate. The nature of the audio output devices used to render the sytithesised sounds is 
such that the user is also able to hear real-world sounds from the environment. Under user 
control, a distinctive presentation effect is selectively applied to the item-related sounds 
emanating from a group of at least one synthesised sound source whereby to assist the user 
in distinguishing these soiuids from the real-world sounds. 


